An evaluation of the Africa Midwives Research Network.
to evaluate the strengths and limitations of the Africa Midwives Research Network (AMRN) and provide feedback and direction to the network and the funding body. a qualitative study incorporating visits to three African countries and Sweden, using interviews, non-participant observation, an internet survey and review of records. principally Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia and Sweden. AMRN can be described as a small, dispersed, loosely coupled professional network which has made considerable impact on midwifery practice in the areas of its members. The biennial scientific conferences could be perceived as AMRN's flagship activity and have been notably successful, becoming renowned internationally. Around 1500 midwives have benefited from educational programmes at regional or national level. These include research methodology, evidence-based practice, scientific writing and communication skills. Attention needs to be given to some aspects of governance and organization, as well as to communication strategies including websites and newsletters. Technical support from the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm has provided good collegiate support and proved to be cost effective. AMRN has shown resilience and continuity since its inception and has made a palpable difference to the quality of midwifery care and the professional development of midwives within the remit of its members. AMRN needs to be consolidated before expanding further. The work of AMRN is particularly pertinent in the context of the millennium development goals.